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Thank you Mr. Chairman. This is an important hearing on a cornerstone DHS law enforcement
information sharing program.

While the 287(g) program was slow to start — the law was enacted in 1996; the first agreement
was signed in 2002 after the 9/11 terrorist attacks — major growth did not occur until 2007.

There are clear benefits for the jurisdictions who volunteer for this program:
e Access to immigration status information
¢ Direct link to ICE to identify and remove aliens in the custody of local law enforcement
e Deterrent for aliens to commit crimes and engage in gang activity in the community
e Ability to remove aliens from jails — saving space and money

Under this program, officers undergo Federally-sponsored training, receive equipment, and most
importantly have access to information. This allows them to check the immigration status of
aliens they encounter during their day-to-day activities, such as arresting an individual driving
without a license or drunk driving, investigating a violent crime, and booking an individual into a
correctional facility.

ICE depends on data provided by local law enforcement. Illegal immigration investigations are
similar to counternarcotics in that a significant amount of data is necessary to connect the dots
and find systems of smuggling. For the entire nation, as well as foreign assignments, ICE has
6,000 agents and 6,000 detention officers. ICE resources are stretched thin. For ICE to tackle the
large smuggling networks, they rely on partnerships with State and local law enforcement and
correctional facilities.

ICE has 67 active agreements and 25 applications pending. Unfortunately, ICE has also denied
many requests from jurisdictions wanting to participate in the 287(g) program. There is clearly
interest among State and local law enforcement to, including in my own Congressional district —
to partner with ICE as a means to enhance community safety and bolster national security.

My biggest frustration is that ICE — under both Republican and Democrat Administrations — has
not done enough to support the program. In October 2007, after hearing from several Sheriffs in
my district about their concerns with illegal immigration, criminal aliens in particular, I



organized an Immigration Law Enforcement Roundtable. The event was attended by ICE and 25
representatives from across Indiana and parts of Western Ohio, including sheriffs, prosecutors,
and jailers.

One Sheriff from my District who wanted to participate in 287(g) was told ICE did not have the
resources to support the request. At the time of the Roundtable, most of the law enforcement
Jurisdictions present were encouraged that ICE had a person dedicated to transporting illegal
aliens from their jails to Federal detention facilities. Shortly after, however, this arrangement fell
apart as the individual assigned was involved in an accident and his replacement was sent on
another assignment. It is my understanding that this situation still has not been corrected.

As recently as February 9", a Sheriff reported that there are at least 200 illegal aliens housed in
his county jail for various crimes, costing the taxpayers $40 per day. The Sheriff would prefer to
turn them over to ICE for removal from the country, but ICE cannot or will not provide anyone
to transport them.

[ am looking forward to hearing from ICE about this situation and the future of the 287(g)
program. I would like to especially thank Sheriff Jenkins from Frederick County, Maryland for
being here; I am interested in hearing about how the 287(g) program works in your jurisdiction.
I also appreciate the work of the GAO in producing a report on 287(g) and offering several
common-sense suggestions that should improve the program management. Thank you to the
other witnesses as well. Ilook forward to the testimony.

Thank you Mr. Chairman.
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