April 20, 2005
“Medical” Marijuana: Myths and Facts

Dear Colleague:

Myth:  Marijuana is mistakenly included among the Schedule I drugs, which are defined as having “no currently accepted medical use.” 

Fact:  Proponents of medicinal marijuana report anecdotal, unsubstantiated evidence that marijuana may play a role in suppressing the nausea associated with chemotherapy and AIDS.   

Schedule II drugs are defined as having a “currently accepted medical use.”  However, marijuana promotes cancer of the lungs and other parts of the respiratory tract because it contains 50 percent to 70 percent more carcinogenic hydrocarbons than tobacco smoke. (Source: National Institute on Drug Abuse, Research Report Series - Marijuana Abuse, October 2001).

There are many detrimental health effects, including frequent respiratory infections, impaired memory and learning, increased heart rate, anxiety and panic attacks.  Marijuana meets the criteria for an addictive drug and animal studies suggest marijuana causes physical dependence and some people report withdrawal symptoms. (Source: National Institute on Drug Abuse, Marijuana Infofax, October 2001).

The U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) has never determined marijuana to be "safe and effective" for any medication.
I commend you to pay close attention to this important issue.  






Sincerely,

Mark E. Souder 

Chairman 

Subcommittee on Criminal Justice,

Drug Policy and Human Resources

